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110 sekolah diarah tutup

Arahan penutupan
dilakukan berikutan
terdapat kes jangkitan
Covid-19 di sekolah
terlibat

SHAH ALAM

eberapa sekolah di

tiga negeri diarahkan

tutup susulan terda-

pat kes jangkitan Co-
vid-19 dikesan berlaku.

Di SELANGOR, Jabatan
Pendidikan Negeri (JPN) Sela-
ngor menerusi kenyataan pada
Ahad memaklumkan sebanyak
79 sekolah diarahkan tutup se-
lama dua hari bermula Isnin.

“Sekolah terlibat meliputi 19
di daerah Hulu Langat, 18 di
Petaling Perdana dan 15 di
Klang.

“Sebanyak 27 sekolah ma-

sing-masing dari daerah Peta-
ling Utama, Sepang, Gombak,
Hulu Selangor dan Kuala Lang-
at turut diarahkan tutup,” me-
nurut kenyataan itu.

Dalam pada itu, Menteri
Besar Selangor,” Datuk Seri
Amirudin Shari memaklumkan,
keputusan penutupan sekolah
di Selangor adalah di bawah
bidang kuasa JPN dan hasil per-
bincangan antara Pusat Kesiha-
tan Daerah (PKD) dan Jabatan
Kesihatan Negeri.

“Berbanding 19 buah seko-
lah yang ditutup sebelum ini, ia
tidak mengikut saluran dan juga
perbincangan yang sewajarnya
walaupun kita terima.

“Maka, kali ini Kita ikut for-
mat tersebut iaitu setelah PKD
memaklumkan dan Jabatan Ke-
sihatan Negeri menyatakan se-
kolah itu wajar ditutup, jadi Kita
akan tutup kerana pengawal
untuk semua sekolah di Sela-
ngor terletak di bawah Jabatan
Pendidikan Selangor,” katanya.

SMK Seremban 2 diarah tutup oleh Pejabat Pendidikan Daerah (PPD) pada Jumaat
lalu berikutan 17 individu yang telah disahkan positif Covid-19.

Sementara itu, di PULAU
PINANG, sebanyak 20 buah
sekolah ditutup dua hari bermu-
la Isnin susulan terdapat kes
Covid-19 dalam kalangan war-
ga sekolah.

Pengarah Jabatan Pendidik-
an Pulau Pinang, Abdul Rashid
Abdul Samad berkata, penutup-
an itu membabitkan sekolah
menengah dan rendah.

“Penutupan itu bagi mem-
bolehkan proses sanitasi dila-
kukan di semua sekolah terlibat.
Pihak sekolah akan menilai
semula sebelum sebarang tin-
dakan lain dibuat,” katanya ke-
tika dihubungi pada Isnin.

Abdul Rashid berkata, se-
mua pelajar terlibat dengan 20
sekolah berkenaan akan menja-
lani proses pengajaran dan pem-

belajaran di rumah (PdPR).

Difahamkan, antara sekolah
yang ditutup ialah Sekolah Me-
nengah Kebangsaan (SMK) St
Mark dan SMK Kampung Kas-
tam di Butterworth.

Di NEGERI SEMBILAN
pula, Exco Pelaburan, Perindus-
trian, Keusahawanan, Pendidik-
an dan Modal Insan negeri, Dr
Mohamad Rafie Ab Malek me-
maklumkan, sebanyak 11 seko-
lah diarahkan tutup di negeri itu.

“Sekolah terlibat akan ditu-
tup sbagi membolehkan PKD
membuat penilaian risiko, pe-
ngesanan kontak rapat dan pro-
ses disinfeksi,” katanya.

Pada Jumaat lalu, Sekolah
Menengah Kebangsaan (SMK)
Seremban 2, ditutup tujuh hari
sehingga 29 April selepas 17
pelajarnya disahkan positif Co-
vid-19.

Tiga pelajar Sekolah Mene-
ngah Agama Persekutuan
(SMAP) Labu, turut disahkan
positif Covid-19.



PEJABAT SETIAUSAHA KERAJAANNEGERI SELANGOR

SEKSYEN KOMUNIKASI KORPORAT, BAHAGIAN KORPORAT
TINGKAT 4, BANGUNAN SULTAN SALAHUDDIN ABDUL AZIZ SHAH,
40503, SHAH ALAM, SELANGOR
No.Tel: 03-5544 7456/7457/7458 No.Fax : 03-5513 5569
Email: sektakhbarsgor@gmail.com

SIRIM

CERTIFIED TO ISO 9001:2008

CERT.NO. : AR1991

KERATAN AKHBAR

27 April 2021

Akhbar : | Sinar Harian
Tajuk Berita 1 | Sebar kempen World #QuranHour
Muka Surat i | 25

Sebar kempen World #QuranHour

MPAM teruskan jadi
rakan sinergi aktif sejak
tahun 2015 menerusi
1,000 cawangan seluruh
negara

Oleh FOUZIAH AMIR

SHAH ALAM

ajlis  Pengarah-
Pengarah Per-
pustakaan Awam
Semalaysia
(MPAM) terus menjadi rakan
sinergi yang aktif dalam melu-
askan kempen World #Quran-
Hour sejak tahun 2015 mene-
rusi 1,000 cawangan di seluruh
negara pada tahun ini.
Pengerusi MPAM, Ungku
Noorakmal Ungku Sulaiman
berkata, bermula dari Perbadan-
an Perpustakaan Awam Sela-
ngor (PPAS) pada tahun 2015,
gerakan kempen tersebut di-
sambut oleh semua perpusta-
kaan di seluruh negara.
“Untuk menjayakan pro-
gram berinteraksi dengan al-
Quran melalui baca, faham
dan amal tidak boleh dila-
kukan secara berseo-
rangan.
“Kita memerlu-
kan kerjasama lebih
ramai dalam pelba-
gai bidang sebagai
rakan sinergi un-

tuk bersama membawa misi al-
Quran. Dengan cara ini, ia
memberi kesan secara menye-
luruh kepada masyarakat untuk
bersama al-Quran.

“Kini rakyat di dalam dan
luar negara semakin mengenali
World #QuranHour dalam men-
dekatkan diri dengan al-Quran,”
katanya.

Beliau berkata, sebelum ini
pihaknya melihat kempen Earth
Hour dan Jom Baca mendapat
sambutan di seluruh negara,
namun Kini sokongan masyara-
kat kepada World #QuranHour
semakin meningkat dari tahun
ke tahun.

Menurutnya, kesedaran ma-
syarakat terhadap program ber-
interaksi dengan al-Quran turut
meningkat dengan My #Quran-
Time yang bersiaran setiap hari
di TV Alhijrah sejak Perintah
Kawalan Pergerakan (PKP) di-
kuat kuasakan bagi mengekang
penularan Covid-19.

“Apabila kita selalu mem-
baca kalam ALLAH, ia me-

nambahkan iman dan takwa
dengan memahami isi kandung-
annya.

“Saya berharap World #Qur-
anHour diteruskan dari tahun
ke tahun agar usaha membuda-
yakan al-Quran dalam kehidup-
an umat Islam dapat dicapai,”
katanya.

Beliau yang juga Pengarah
Perbadanan Perpustakaan
Awam Johor turut berkongsi
maklumat mengenai Quran
Corner yang menempatkan al-
Quran wakaf, sumbangan para
pewakaf melalui Yayasan Wa-
risan Ummah Ikhlas (WUIF) di
perpustakaan terbabit.

“Quran Corner di tempat
kami memberi peluang kepada
semua pengguna untuk untuk
mendekati dan memanfaatkan

al-Quran pada bila-bila sama,”
katanya.

World #QuranHour tahun
ke-6 diadakan pada 24 Rama-
dan 1442H bersamaan dengan
6 Mei ini.

la bersiaran secara langsung
dari Masjid Tuanku Mizan Zai-
nal Abidin, Putrajaya yang di-
bawakan oleh penyiar utama,
Astro Oasis, TV Alhijrah, Ber-
nama dan RTM.

World #QuranHour
1442H/2021 membawa Misi
Surah Al-Mulk.

Surah tersebut mengan-
dungi tiga motivasi iaitu keber-
katan, mengingati mati dan
ahsanul ‘amala.

la mengajak manusia untuk
mengubah kerangka fikir dan
karakter menjadi orang berjaya.

Untuk menyertai dan menganjur World # QuranHour pada 24
Ramadan 1442H bersamaan 6 Mel ini, sila daftar lokasi anda

di http://bit.ly/WQH 1442H. Untuk makiumat lanjut sila layari
htros://mwww.facebook.com/WorldQuranHour
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Green-friendly
square in the works

Mature trees surrounding former Padang y
Chetty retained and solar lights installed

il

iﬂiiﬁl

Star )
EXCLUSIVE sl _—
The former Padang Chetty in Klang is being
transformed into a public square with a maze,
fountains as well as sepak takraw and futsal
courts. However, stakeholders hope the
municipal council will retain its name which
reflects the area's rich heritage. >2&3

point
for the community
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MPK urged to retain old name of new square &

RESIDENTS and elected representatives
have commended Klang Municipal Council
(MPK) for the transformation of the former
Padang Chetty at Jalan Bukit Jawa.

However, they want the council o retain
its moniker and not change it to Dataran
Majlis Perbandaran Klang

1t is learnt that MPK would have the new
name emblazoned on the archway at the
entrance of the refurbished 1.34ha site.

MPK president Dr Ahmad Fadzli Ahmad
Tajuddin confirmed that Padang Chetty
would be renamed Dataran Majlis
Perbandaran Klang

The Selangor palace has given its approv-
al to rename the field and it will be
announced soon.

“MPK had proposed to the Selangor pal
ace that it be named after a member of ray-
alty but a few weeks ago, the palace said we
could call it Taman Awam Majlis
Perbandaran Klang or Dataran Majlis
Perbandaran Klang” he said

Padang Chetty comes under the
Pandamaran constituency and ts assembly
man Tony Leong Tuck Chee said the revitali-
sation of the fleld was to provide Klang resi
dents with better amenities but not a name
change

“This would remove a big part of its iden

2Zulkifli says a new
name will affect the
branding of Little

Mohan says there is a
need to maintain the
cultural attributes of
all ethnic enclaves

India.

tity, culture and heritage

” ' name should be retained
as it reflects the contributions of the local
south Indian community.

“It was the south Indians who used the
field for gatherings and trade.” he sai

Sentosa assemblyman G. Gunaraj said
while he welcomed the rejuvenation of
Padang Chetty, its name should not be
changed as it reflects Malaysia's rich cultural

Louis says not having Serjeet, who used to
the old name is akin
1o erasing the area’s has
identity.

fond memories of

the place.

heritage.

I Padang chetty i renamed, ft wil affect
our diversity,”

oty and et fnteruational

hockey umpire Serjeet Singh. 65, said he had
fond memories of Padang Chetty where he
used 1o train in the evenings for hockey
tournaments

“Padang Chetty produced the likes of the
late Sukhvinderjeet Singh, S. Sivabalan,

train at Padang Chetty,

ch will be.
at me entrance 1o the
‘square.

Abdul R.A)\Lm Ahnmd Zulkifli Zainal, Mohd
Jailani Jamil, S. Prabaharan. M.
Sha mmugu\nlh.m K. Ghandinesan and
many others who excelled in hockey
other sports.

“This should be reflected in its name,” he
added

Former MPK Health Deparument director

Zulkifli Abbas, who retired from playing
international hockey after the Los Angeles
Olympics in 1984, said Padang Chetty was
close to his heart.

It was here tat [ was moukded to
become the nation’s top goalkeeper and
used 10 run up the slope for physical conds
tioning.

“T understand the need to change with the
times but I disagree with the new name,” he

i

Zulkifli added that if the field was
renamed, it woul alo affect the branding
of Little India and touris:

Masid India Muslim Tengku Kelana chair
man Md Yousoff Noor Mohamed said chang-
ing the name of Padang Chetty would be an
affront to the local community.

“Our cultural identity would be erased

league manager
Anthony Lous, 62, who worked in MPK, said
the field got its name from the Chettiar mer.
chants of Tamil Nadu who conducted their
moneylending business across the field at
Jalan Raya Barat.

“In addition, the 150-year-old Sri Nagara
Thandayuthapani Hindu temple and the
Nattukotai Chettiar townhouse on one side
of the field are managed by the Chettiar
community.

“We must not erase the denity of the
area and its people,” he

Former national hockey Ie.\gue assistant
manager P. Mohan, 62, who represented
MPK in many sports events in the past,
there was a need to maintain the cultural
attributes of ethnic enclaves be it Chinese,
se or Bugis so Malaysians
could connect to our past.

“If the name is changed, it will affect our
shared sense of place.” he said.
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Tuju Setia seeing pre-Covid work volume in 2021

By THOMAS HUONG
huong@thestar.com.my

KUALA LUMPUR: Construction services
group Tuju Setia Bhd is expecting business to
recover to pre Covid-19 levels in 2021, based
on its RM953.1mil order book as at end-
March, according to managing director Wee
Eng Kong.

“We will be busy in 2021. We are seeing
figures similar to 2019, before the pandemic,”
said Wee after the launch of the group’s initial
public offering (IPO) prospectus here yester-
day.

Also present was Alliance Investment Bank
Bhd head of corporate finance Tee Kok Wah,
who pointed out that from the latest order
book, RM355mil is expected to be recognised
for the last three quarters of 2021.

“This already exceeds the group’s RM256mil
revenue in 2020, and this does not even
include the revenue for the first quarter of
2021,” explained Tee.

Wee also said the group’s latest order book
would sustain its earnings till 2024, and it has
a tender book of RM4bil.

According to the IPO prospectus, for the
financial year ended Dec 31, 2020 (FY20), the
group posted a 39.34% year-on-year (y-o-y)
drop in revenue to RM255.77mil (FY19:
RM421.64mil) due to a general slowdown of
the construction industry coupled with the
completion of a number of projects.

In FY20, the group posted a 4.61% y-o-y
increase in profit after tax to RM16.27mil
(FY19: RM15.55mil) due to a net gain on
impairment of RM6mil, coupled with an
improvement in the gross profit margin of
the design and construction segment.

Regarding its dividend policy, Wee said the
group aims to distribute 25% of its annual net

profit to reward shareholders.

“Tuju Setia’s track record as a main con-
tractor, and builder of choice is built on our
core values of selecting a reputable clientele,
having strong technical expertise and achiev-
ing quality accreditations.

“These strong fundamentals enabled Tuju
Setia to persevere despite the challenging
2020.

“Not only did we achieve meaningful pro-
gress in our existing projects, but also won
new mandates from trusted developers,” he
said.

Since its set-up in 2006, Tuju Setia has com-
pleted 18 high-rise projects of up to 51 levels
with a contract value of RM2.23bil.

Wee added that the PO will enhance Tuju
Setia’s current core competencies and
improve the group’s capacity in constructing
high-rise buildings, and design and construc-
tion of hospitals and healthcare facilities.

Tuju Setia’s order book comprises projects
such as Mutiara Central Office Suites (Cheras),
Riana Dutamas - Phase 2 (Segambut), The
Pulse Residence (Bandar Puteri Puchong) and
121 Residences (Petaling Jaya), PPAM
SofiyaResidensi (DesaParkCity), Emerald Hills
- Phase 3 and 4 (Cheras), Tuai Residence
(Setia Alam) and the Kajang Women and
Children Hospital.

The group’s clientele includes S P Setia Bhd,
IJM Bhd, Bandar Raya Development Bhd,
Perdana ParkCity Sdn Bhd, UEM Sunrise Bhd,
Symphony Life Bhd, GuocoLand (Malaysia)
Bhd and the Malaysian Public Works
Department (JKR).

Tuju Setia aims to raise RM56mil from its
IPO on the Main Market.

From the IPO proceeds, RM32mil will be for
capital expenditure such as buying new con-
struction machinery and equipment, and

building information modelling (BIM) system
software to upskill design and construction
activities, as well as buying land and con-
structing new storage facilities for better
organisation and utilisation of machinery
and equipment and improve efficiency of
maintenance works.

Another RM19mil will be for working capi-
tal, and RM5mil to defray listing expenses.

Tuju Setia’s IPO involves a public issuance
of 80 million new shares priced at 70 sen
apiece, along with an offer for sale of 27 mil-
lion existing shares.

Of the 80 million new shares, 15.9 million
shares will be for the Malaysian public via
balloting, and 6.3 million shares will be for
application by the group’s eligible directors,
employees and persons who have contribut-
ed to its success.

Another 31.7 million shares will be made
available via private placement to selected
bumiputra investors approved by the
Ministry of International Trade and Industry.

The balance 26.1 million new shares,
together with 27 million existing offer-for-
sale shares, will be placed out to selected
investors via private placement.

Applications for Tuju Setia’s IPO will close
on May 5, 2021 at S5pm.

Tuju Setia is slated to list on the Main
Market on May 19, 2021.

Alliance Investment Bank Bhd is the princi-
pal adviser to Tuju Setia’s IPO exercise, as well
as joint underwriter and joint placement
agent, together with CIMB Investment Bank

BRd.
Ohy:]0!
"~

Watch the video
TheStarTV.com [E
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By SHEILA SRI PRIYA
sheilasripriya@thestar.com.my

THEY may be on different sides of
the political divide but that did not
stop politicians from two parties
from coming together to object to
the proposed Petaling Jaya
Dispersal (PJD) Link.

At a press conference, PKR’s
Petaling Jaya MP Maria Chin
Abdullah and Selayang MP William
Leong as well as Damansara MCA
division chief Tan Gim Tuan stated
their stand against the proposed
highway.

The leaders said they supported
11 resident groups in Petaling Jaya
who were opposed to the PJD Link.

Maria said the developers of the
highway had yet to reveal the.traffic
impact assessment, environmental
assessment and social impact
assessment.

She wants residents’ views to be
presented at the Selangor Economic
Action Council and hopes to arrange
for a meeting with Selangor Mentri
Besar Datuk Seri Amirudin Shari.

Maria said the focus should be on

Better public transport options preferred
over proposed highway in PJ

improving public transport system
such as bus, LRT and MRT instead
of building another highway, which
she said would displace communi-
ties and residents.

“Those from areas such as Taman
Medan badly need more bus routes
and services.

“They want to be able to get to
places in an affordable manner,
which will help them land jobs and
visit hospitals and markets,” she
said.

Meanwhile, Leong said although
he was Selayang MP, he had been
living in Petaling Jaya since 1973
and his house was on the proposed
route for the highway.

He said the measurement of a
city’s growth should not be based
on the number of highways it had
but the community’s well-being.

“As for compensation to owners
of properties that would be

acquired for the project, no amount
of money can compensate having to
move elsewhere,” he said.

Meanwhile, Tan, who grew up in
Petaling Jaya, echoed residents’
objections to the highway.

Tan said the Selangor govern-
ment should uphold its election
manifesto to gradually abolish
tolled roads.

“The highway does not benefit
Damansara and Petaling Jaya resi-
dents.

“Building more highways will not

solve the traffic problem in this area.

“Only proper town planning will
help resolve the traffic situation.

“This problem has been made
worse over the past 10 years as the
state and local government have
been giving approvals without due
consideration to the people and the
environment,” he said.

The coalition against PJD Link

Highway leader Sheikh Moghtar
Kadir said the group has gathered
support from 11 residents groups.

The neighbourhoods were
Section 4, Section 51A, Section 11,
Section 12, Section 14, Section 17,
Section 19, $S20, SS21, Section 22,
and Ehsan Ria Condominium in
Section 11 Petaling Jaya.

The group wants to meet the
Selangor MB to convey their con-
cerns.

“This is a revival of the cancelled
Kinrara-Damansara Expressway
(Kidex),” said Sheikh.

The RM2.4bil Kidex project was
scrapped six years ago by former
Selangor Menteri Besar Datuk Seri
Mohamed Azmin Ali because of
technical reasons.

The PJD Link follows a similar
route as Kidex, which residents say
will result in further congestion in
the area.
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COUNCIL MATTERS

> Throughout Ramadan,
Petaling Jaya City Council
depots in Bandar Puteri
Puchong, Seri Kembangan and
Subang will open from 8am to
4.30pm (Monday to Thursday)
with no breaks in between,
except on Friday when counters
will be closed from 12.15pm to
2.45pm.
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35 high performers receive awards from district council

A TOTAL of 35 Hulu Selangor
District Council (MDHS) officers
and staff members received their
Outstanding Service 2020 Award at
an event in Setia Eco Templer,
Rawang.

The batik-themed event launched
by Deputy State Secretary (develop-
ment) Dr Nor Fuad Abdul Hamid,
who is also Selangor Economic
Planning Unit director, saw guests
adhering to the government’s

standard operating procedure.
Other awards presented at the
event were the 25 Years Loyal
Service Award to six employees.
The Jasamu Dikenang award
was given to eight employees who

President’s Special Award present-
ed by MDHS president Dr Mohd
Azhar Mohamed Ali.

“MDHS is committed to recognis-

ing the sacrifices and efforts of its

had taken mandatory and optional
retirement.

Posthumous awards were also
given to the next-of-kin of two
employees who died last year.

Palakresnan Appo received the

ity and delivery service,” he said.
He added that this year’s award
recipients were advised to contin-
ue to strive as role models in their
respective departments.
Mohd Azhar also thanked the

in improving productiv-

Selangor government and Housing
and Local Government Ministry for
supporting the proposal to upgrade
MDHS to a municipality during a
Cabinet meeting on Feb 24.

MDHS also received a letter from
the state government with regard
to the Cabinet’s decision.

In a statement, Mohd Azhar said
it was in the process of obtaining
approval for gazetting and declar-
ing the municipal upgrade under

Subsection 4 (2) of the Local
Government Act 1976.

“It is hoped that the change of
status to municipality will bring
positive outcome to the population,
especially in terms of better infra-
structure facilities.

“MDHS staff are also advised to
change their mindset and improve
the quality of service in line with
the upgrade of becoming a munici-
pal council,” he said.
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IN LINE with Subang Jaya City
Council (MBS])'s policy to empower
the people, the city council took the
initiative to hold a number of
activities involving two high-rise
communities.

The event kicked off with the
launch of Seri Serdang Low Cost
Flats’ community centre and out-
door gym.

The outdoor gym is located next
to the flats’ playground, with the
equipment sponsored by Seri
Serdang assemblyman Dr Siti
Mariah Mahmud.

Dr Siti, who is also Selangor pub-
lic health, unity, women empower-
ment and family c i chair-

the opening of the apartment’s

MBSJ launches community centre, outdoor g

Persatuan Apex Bandar Syed
Putra.

The non-governmental organisa-
tion (NGO) also sponsored poly-
bags, fertiliser and pesticide pumps
for the community.

They later joined a mural paint-
ing session at one of the blocks of
flats, before presenting food aid to
44 families, who were hard hit by
the Covid-19 pandemic.

Noraini then visited the Sri
Tanjung Apartments, where she
was welcomed by its Kumpulan

man, launched the event which
was attended by Subang Jaya
mayor Noraini Roslan, deputy
mayor and secretary Mohd
Zulkurnain Che Ali.

The guests of honour were taken
on a tour of Seri Serdang Low Cost
Flats’ community garden, where
they were briefed on its manage-
ment and collaboration with

pang Anak P iSri
Tanjung.

The kompang troupe was estab-
lished by the apartment’s commu-
nity to attract young people to play
traditional musical instruments.

Noraini was joined by MBS]
Community Development
Department director Muh

multipurpose hall and library.

The hall had been refurbished
and upgraded with the addition of
gym and sports equipment.

The library is equipped with two
computers as well as various edu-
cational books and storybooks to
encourage children to visit the
facility.

The visit at Sri Tanjung
Apartments ended with the pres-
entation of vegetables and milk
powder sponsored by What a
Waste NGO to families in need.

“The city council hopes that the
programme’s implementation will
empower these communities
under MBSJ's administration and
hopefully involve more communi-
ties in the future,” said MBS]
Corporate and Strategic
M. Department deputy

Zaki Yusoff and MBS] councillor
for Zone 3 Lee Jen Uyin to mark

director Azfarizal Abdul Rashid in
a statement.

| ¥

z

Noraini signing a plaque to mark the opening of Seri Serdang Low-Cost
Flats community centre.

ym at flats
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Trade mission
results in
deals worth
RM986mil

KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysia’s first trade and
investment mission to South Korea and Japan
amidst the pandemic and global challenges
has generated export-related transactions
worth RM986.15mil.

During the six-day mission which ended on
April 6, a series of business discussions on
sourcing of products and services were held
involving premium buyers and leading com-
panies from both countries.

“About RM70mil of exports in products and
services to South Korea were reported follow-
ing the meetings with buyers from the coun:
try,” said Malaysia External Trade
Development Corp (Matrade) in a statement.

It added that one of the meetings involved
South Korea’s major retailer, GS Retail, the
operator of more than 15,000 convenience
stores and 289 supermarkets.

Members of the trade mission also held
meetings with Japanese companies that trade
in a wide range of products and materials
such as Mitsubishi Corporation, Mitsui & Co
and Daiso.

“Commitments were made to increase
sourcing of fast-moving consumer goods,
palm oil, halal products and services, as well
as chemicals and chemical products from
Malaysia,” said Matrade.

It added that the meeting with Daiso aimed
to provide Malaysian exporters with the
opportunity to supply more products.

Matrade said the Japanese buyers expressed
their commitment to purchase from Malaysia
over the next 24 months, with an export value
of RM916.15mil.

The delegation was led by Senior Minister
and International Trade and Industry Minister
Datuk Seri Mohamed Azmin Ali. — Bernama
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By EDWARD RAJENDRA
edward@thestar.com.my

KLANG Municipal Council (MPK)
president Dr Ahmad Fadzli Ahmad
Tajuddin says he is listening to peo-
ple’s views including getting feed-
back on creating a culture of inno-
vation and inspiring teamwork
among departments.

He said this would help create a
competent, cohesive and nimble
team.

“With good teamwork, we can
think and share ideas for better
workflow in the council.

“Our team must focus on simpli-
fying MPK’s internal processes.

“We need to create a culture of
innovation that improves the work
process and promote the use of
data driven decisions,” he said.

Ahmad Fadzli, the 12th council
president, who celebrated his one-
year in office recently, told
StarMetro that council operations
must exhibit empathy, strive for
clarity and convey the message
that reduces the gap between the
council and ratepayers.

Before his appointment to MPK,
Ahmad Fadzli was management
development and innovation clus-
ter head at National Institute of
Public Administration.

He was appointed on April 9,
2020 but was sworn in to office on
May 19, 49 days after he received
his appointment letter.

Asked if he had the support of all
staff, he said to build and maintain
a successful team was no simple
task.

Ahmad Fadzli said it was diffi-
cult to get total support.

“As a third tier of government
dealing with people in the royal
town, service is an important ele-
ment of the work we do.

“I challenge our staff to step back
whenever they think about form-
ing cliques in their departments.

“Each worker should individual-
ly contribute to a given task.

“And this is how it will make a

Working to bridge the gap

Good teamwork, reliable service important in
meeting ratepayers’ needs, says MPK chief

protect themselves from Covid-19.

meaningful difference for ratepay-
ers in Klang,” he said.
Ahmad Fadzli said at times, he

would take a drive to certain neigh-

bourhoods to observe and listen to
people on their need for basic
amenities and share the council’s
aspirations.

“Our town is seeing new urban
transportation infrastructure being
built like the Light Rail Transit 3
linking Bandar Utama to Klang,
and this will impact everything
from economic growth to social
well-being.

“As a municipality, it will give us
challenges that cannot be viewed

in isolation.

“MPK must embrace improved
methods to provide public servic-
es,” he added.

He said MPK needed to formu-
late long-term strategic plans due
to the impact of Covid-19.

“It is a challenge to mitigate the
hardships people encounter daily.

“The council has motivated small
businesses to use MPK’s digital
online business platform Klang
i-Plaza to sell their products.

“We have designed this free plat-
form to link businesses, be it small
or big entities, and like-minded
people to share resources, develop

plans, introduce products and
grow a business.

“It is proving to be effective com-
pared to brick-and-mortar options
or even food trucks,” he added.

Ahmad Fadzli said small busi-
nesses were seizing online business
opportunities and it was becoming
the backbone of communities as
people wanted convenience and a
safe platform, especially in current
times.

“Small businesses are key driv-
ers in job creation and productivity
growth.

“Our Information Technology
Department has created a culture

of innovation for the online busi-
ness platform that reflects MPK’s
commitment to give entrepreneurs
an avenue to advance their busi-
ness,” he said.

He added that the Companies
Commission of Malaysia was a
hybrid partner for Klang i-Plaza,
where users were allowed to regis-
ter their businesses online with
ease.

“We have to use technology to
improve outcomes across every
aspect of town operation and
enhance the services we offer to
residents.

“Our technology department is
in the midst of collecting various
data including smartphone num-
bers from ratepayers to be able to
send soft copy of assessment bills
and other relevant information,”
he said.

He said a paperless assessment
bill would require time for data to
be compiled.

With regard to the outcome of
reshuffling department heads after
stepping into office, Ahmad Fadzli
said it was all part of the
Community Integrity Building (CIB)
concept that geared MPK for better
organisational performance.

“CIB is not only for MPK staff but
for the community, contractors and
all those that come into contact
with the council.

“It creates an enhanced feedback
loop of continuous improvement
and vigilance, creating a better
community over time,” he said.

He added that MPK had strength-
ened its Public Complaints
Department as complaints received
were resolved in reasonable time.

“We aim to bring MPK closer to
the people, which is part of the
CIB’s delivery service, where the
community gets top priority,” he
said.
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Mission to South Korea, Japan
secures RM8.9b investments

KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysia has secured
committed investments of RM8.9 billion for
2021 from the April 1-6 investment mission
to South Korea and Japan, which was led by
Senior Minister cum International Trade
and Industry Minister Datuk Seri Mohamed
Azmin Ali.

Malaysian Investment Development
Authority chief executive officer Arham
Abdul Rahman said Malaysia continues to
welcome high-quality foreign direct
investment from around the world.

South Korea and Japan will continue to
be major investor countries in the country,
he said in a statement yesterday.

Topping the list of the secured
investments was that from South Korea’s SK
Nexilis Co Ltd, a subsidiary of SK Group,
which recently announced a RM2.3 billion
investment to establish a thin copper foil
manufacturing plant in Sabah.

However, the expected investment has
been revised to RM4.24 billion.

Arham said: “The manufacturing plant
in Kota Kinabalu will be powered utilising
100% renewable energy, where such
operation will be the first for SK Nexilis
outside South Korea.”

SK Nexilis is a global leader in thin-tech
innovation for copper foil manufacturing,
controlling 16% share of the world market
for electric vehicle batteries.

Another commitment is from LG Chem
Ltd, which has indicated its interest in
developing a petrochemical cluster in
Malaysia. Arham said the company will set
up a joint venture with Petronas Chemicals
Group Bhd to produce nitrile-butadiene
rubber latex in Pengerang Integrated
Petroleum Complex with a potential
investment of RM600 million, with operation
expected to begin in March 2023.

SPC Group, a conglomerate producing
food and confectionery products in South
Korea, is planning to make Malaysia a
regional distribution hub for its halal dough
with an investment value of about RM91.2
million to cater to the Asean market.

From Japan, Nippon Electric Glass Co.
Ltd, one of the worlds leading
manufacturers of specialty glass, will invest
at least RM1 billion for the new production
of e-glass fibre which will be used to
produce automotive parts and components
in the production of wind turbine blades for
wind power generation. - Bernama
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Main Market-
bound Tuju Setia
aims to raise
RM56m from IPO
for growth plans

BY SYAFIQAH SALIM
theedgemarkets.com

KUAILA LUMPUR (April 26): Construc-
tion services company Tuju Setia Bhd, which
is slated to be listed on the Main Market of
Bursa Malaysia on May 19, is planning to
raise RM56 million from its initial public
oftering (IPO) for its growth plans.

Its IPO involves a public issuance of 80
million new shares priced at 70 sen apiece,
along with an offer for sale of 27 million ex-
isting shares. The first company to be listed
on the Main Market in 2021, Tuju Setia will
have a market capitalisation of RM222 mil-
lion upon the listing.

Of the targeted amount, RM32 million
will be allocated for the group’s capital ex-
penditure (capex) to purchase new construc-
tion machinery and equipment, and building

(From left): Tuju Setia directors Nor Adha Yahya, Datuk Wee Beng Aun and DatinSeéri Raihanah
Begum Abdul Rahman, Tuju Setia chairman Tengku Datuk Seri Ahmad Shah Alhajibni Almarhum
Sultan Salahuddin Abdul Aziz Shah Alhaj, Alliance Investment Bank CEO Michael Ng Chow Hon,

syndicate Maznee Kamaruddin, an

information modelling (BIM) system soft-
ware to upskill design and construction ac-
tivities. The group will buy land in the Klang
Valley and build new storage facilities for bet-
ter organisation and utilisation of machinery
and equipment, and improve efficiency of its
maintenance works. A further RM19 million
will be used for working capital.

Speaking at a virtual briefing today, Tuju
Setia managing director (MD) Wee Eng
Kong said the IPO will enhance the group’s
core competencies and improve its capacity
in constructing high-rise buildings, design
and construction of hospitals and health-
care facilities.

As of March 2021, the group had secured
four new contracts to build high-rise build-
ings, bringing its order book to RM953.1
million. With this, the group’s earnings will
be sustained until 2024, Wee said. Its tender

Tuju SetiaMD Wee Eng Kong, CIMB Investment Bank regional head equity capital markets and
Tuju Setia directors Wee Beng Chuan and Loo Ming Chee

book stood at about RM4 billion.

“Undeniably, 2020 was not an easy-going
year for the construction sector, no thanks to
the Covid-19 pandemic and its aftermath.
[But] with this combined order book and
tender book, we have good fundamentals
and a good start for this year.

“Notably, we will also be implementing
a dividend policy to distribute 25% of our
annual net profit to reward shareholders of
Tuju Setia, and to show our appreciation of
their confidence in our growth prospects,”
said Wee.

Applications for Tuju Setia’s IPO will
open today and close next Wednesday (May
5) at 5pm. Alliance Investment Bank Bhd
is the principal adviser for Tuju Setia’s IPO
exercise, as well as a joint underwriter and
joint placement agent, together with CIMB
Investment Bank Bhd.
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Malaysia needs policy review on
declining foreign interest |

The country must outline or
target strategic industries in
the high value-added tech and
crucial industries that link the
supply chains

by SHAHEERA AZNAM SHAH

MALAYSIA needs a revised prin-
ciple for its business operating
environment to continue attrac-
ting external investments amid
declining foreign interest, said
economists.

Recently, the Cabinet approved
the National Investment Aspira-
tions (NIA), which is a framework
that outlines Malaysia’s reform
policy for investment.

Senior Minister (Economy Clus-
ter) cum International Trade and
Industry Minister Datuk Seri
Mohamed Azmin Ali previously
mentioned that the reform will cen-
tre around revitalising Malaysia’s
investment climate, attracting
high-quality interests and creating

, high-income jobs.

Universiti Kuala Lumpur Busi-
ness School economic analyst
Assoc Prof Dr Aimi Zulhazmi
Abdul Rashid said a reset is re-
quired in several areas, including
Malaysia’s investment policy, tar-
geted industries that are aligned
with the global demand and
the status of the country’s political
stability.

“From the foreign investors’
point of view, especially the multi-
nationals, the rapid changes in
the international trade such as the
US and China tariff war, Covid-19

TMRi
Mohd Afzanizam says the NIA framework
should strengthen the value proposition

pandentic and Brexit have certainly
altered their investment strategy in
the region, including Malaysia.

“Malaysia should have antici-
pated the plunge in FDIs (foreign
direct investments) over the five-
year trend at least, then it is a
matter of other countries such as
Vietnam to catch on and be on par
with Malaysia.

“The reset may have negative
outcomes in the short term. How-
ever, it can be mitigated with a
healthier economic growth for the
long term,” he told The Malaysian
Reserve.

The shift in large corporations’
investment strategies has greatly
affected Malaysia with many inves-
tors shifting to countries that are
cheaper, more cost-effective and
closer to their value chain, he
explained.

He added that multinationals
with large manufacturing ope-
rations that thrive on low-cost pro-
ductivity will likely choose coun-
tries with cheaper labour costs
such as Vietnam and Indonesia.

“All of the factors contribute
equally to the reduction of foreign
investments into Malaysia. None-
theless, the volatility of the glo-
bal economy has greatly influ-
enced the current income.

“Not only the labour costs from
the countries are cheaper, but the
workers’ skills have also improved
in terms of communication and
vocational skills in addition to
the countries producing a large
domestic market.

“Thus, competitors for such
types of investments to Malaysia
are no longer limited to Singapore
and Thailand, as other countries
in the region are relatively on par
with Malaysia in most aspects,”
he said.

Aimi Zulhazmi said the newly
launched reform policy is an
important catalyst for Malaysia’s
business environment which has
been long-anticipated and should
be executed in line with the 12th
Malaysia Plan.

“The policy reform is crucial as
many multinationals are currently
weighing their global strategies
and actively looking at fresh incen-
tives or initiatives offered to them,
and thus Malaysia must capitalise
on the current operating state.

“Malaysia must outline or target
strategic industries that are not
only in the high value-added tech-
nology but also crucial industries
that link the supply chains.

“The strategic location of the
country must be expanded and
exploited to link all modes of trans-
portation efficiently so that Malay-
sia becomes an integral part of the
international network,” he said.

According to a report by the
United Nations Conference on
Trade and Development, the FDI
into Malaysia plummeted by more
than two-thirds to just US$2.5
billion (RM10.25 billion) in 2020.

The plunge was the worst com-
pared to other countries in South-
East Asia, with a large portion of
the decline attributed to the Covid-
19 pandemic.

However, the FDI into Malaysia
has been recorded in a shaky pat-
tern in the past 15 years and had
bottomed at RM5.1 billion in 2009,
an aftermath of the global finan-
cial crisis.

Meanwhile, Bank Islam Malay-
sia Bhd chief economist Dr Mohd
Afzanizam Abdul Rashid said the
NIA should address the current
predicament and fit the current
demand of foreign investors.

“Malaysia has always been a
pro-business and investor-friendly
country. This is reflected in the
government policies via tax incen-
tives, economic zoning and various
government agencies that are
responsible to hand-hold the
incoming investors.

“The country has all that it
takes to attract foreign investors.
In that sense, the NIA should
strengthen the value proposition
that can be offered to the foreign
investors who wish to participate
in the country’s long-term growth
stories,” he said.
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Malaysia secures RM986.2m deals from mission to S. Korea, Japan

by SHAHEERA AZNAM SHAH

MALAYSIA has secured RM986.15 million
of deals related to exports acquired through
the country’s first trade and investment
mission to South Korea and Japan this year.

The mission — led by Senior Minister cum
International Trade and Industry Minister
Datuk Seri Mohamed Azmin Ali — is an
effective high-level bilateral engagement
where senior officials can help push for
international business deals.

“During the recent mission, business
discussions on sourcing of products and
services were organised with premium
buyers and leading companies in both South
Korea and Japan,” Malaysia External Trade
Development Corp (Matrade) said in a state-
ment yesterday.

The government agency said about RM70
million of exports in products and services to
South Korea have been recorded as a result
of meetings with buyers from the republic

“Some of the highlights of the meetings
included one with a major retailer of South
Korea, GS Retail Co Ltd, which operates
more than 15,000 convenience stores and 289
supermarkets with products available online
and offline

“In the meeting led by the Azmin, commit-
ment to tripling up sourcing of food products

N gere iy

During the recent mission led by Azmin, Matrade says about RM70m of exports in products and services to South

Korea have been recorded

and fast-moving consumer goods (FMCG) by
GS Retail was discussed and agreed,” it said

Matrade added that more meetings
between Matrade and GS Retail have been
arranged to determine specific Malaysian
suppliers that can meet the sourcing require-
ments of GS Retail

In line with the development of the creative

industry, a meeting was also held with
Moggozi Co Ltd, a Korean company that has
co-produced with Malaysian partners and
distributed Malaysia’s animation production
“Moggozi believes in Asian contents and
creativity as a collaboration model, which is in
sync with Malaysia’s interest,” Matrade said.
As for Japan, several meetings were con-

ducted to secure commitments on increasing
the source for FMCG products, palm oil, halal
products and services, as well as chemicals
and chemical products from Malaysia.

“In addition to the meetings with Japan’s
major trading companies, business exchanges
were also held with Daiso Industries Co Ltd,
a popular operator of ¥100 (RM3.79) shop,
which carries a wide range of household
items,” Matrade said.

“In 26 countries, Daiso operates 5,741
stores, of which more than half are in Japan
The meeting with Daiso also has been
arranged by Matrade to connect Malaysian
exporters to an opportunity of supplying
more Malaysian products,” the agency said

Currently, about 160 stock-keeping units
of Malaysian products are available in Daiso
outlets in Japan.

Matrade said the Japanese buyers have
shown encouraging interest in purchasing
products from Malaysia over the next 24
months, amounting to RM916.15 million of
export value.

During the mission, Matrade also signed a
memorandum of cooperation with the Japan
External Trade Organisation to strategically
strengthen Malaysia’s trade promotion
cooperation with Japan in areas such as halal,
information and communications techno-
logy, e-commerce and digital transformation.
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China Press

JPN suddenly issued notice to suspend classes; 79 schools caught off
guard
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Akhbar : | China Press

Tajuk Berita : | Oil from unknown source discovered in drains; Barges set up to prevent
pollution from happening again
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Akhbar : | Sin Chew Daily
Tajuk Berita : | MB: 79 schools in Selangor were closed for 2 days for Covid-19 cases,
'MOE reached a consensus with the state government'
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Akhbar : | Sin Chew Daily

Tajuk Berita : | Teng Chang Khim tfook a screenshot and posted a post on Facebook,
ridiculed again that Liew Chin Tong is monday morning quarterback

Muka Surat 18

_I

SKBEEiAﬁA&EE+h‘

LS

=B N

(BA26HR) TP EEERE
W, S HBEASZIEZEEIREE F1T
UM EEXVEARE “FHELW , JEE
A A TG — R X4 F20204F2
H1I9A¥BRE, kEFEELT L
oA S5 R R B R Ak

“C B KA b R R T B
FEGANZ 5% , KRS ZEAE20204F2
Jﬂ9ﬂ-%ﬁwpﬁph%ﬁfrﬁﬁﬁ
HARIETI0KR, Ilﬁ%%tr B il
i H201 7450 AN M40, 7

B YLRXE AR, AARTFEL—FFENS
K, XWERMHBREIL T HIEEMH, 2 H201658 5
AR g, AT ORISR BRI T BB A
Ai%, TREFSAAE BT, RIAXEW—
WESE-S=T01 3¢

AR AR AEA
AW FE Tk g
—RQM “FE
JLER” , RE4
PLE 4 A .



PEJABAT SETIAUSAHA KERAJAANNEGERI SELANGOR

SEKSYEN KOMUNIKASI KORPORAT, BAHAGIAN KORPORAT
TINGKAT 4, BANGUNAN SULTAN SALAHUDDIN ABDUL AZIZ SHAH,
40503, SHAH ALAM, SELANGOR ;
No.Tel: 03-5544 7456/7457/7458 No.Fax : 03-5513 5569 T
Email: sektakhbarsgor@gmail.com

CERTIFIED TO ISO 9001: 2008

{ A .
L MANSOR T CERT. NO. : AR1991

KERATAN AKHBAR
27 April 2021

Akhbar : | Nanyang Siang Pau

Tajuk Berita : | The Education Bureau announced the closure of 79 schools,Minister:
Selangor government consensus has been obtained
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Akhbar Guang Ming Daily

Tajuk Berita 10 diagnosed with Covid-192in 2 Chinese familiesMalay village chief's
family of three tested positive
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20 schools in Penang closed for 2 days for major disinfection

Akhbar
Tajuk Berita
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